LIITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20555-0001

Qctober 24, 2002

MEMOBANDUM TC:  Mehayn N, Leach, CGhial
Speclal Frojzcts and Inspection Branch
Division of Fuel Cycls Safely
and Saieguards

THRL: Joseph G. Gitter, Chief
Enecial Projects Section
Special Projects and Inspdejion Branch, FCES

FROM: Timathy C. Johngon
Senior Mecharjca! Systerms Engineer
Special Proje cticn

Special Projectsand Inspsction Branch, FCSS

SUBJECT: QCTOBER 14, 2002, MEETING SUMIMARY: LOWUISIANA ENERGY
SERVICES PUBLIC INFORMATION FORUM

On Octobar 14, 2002, U.S. Muclear Regulatory Gommission (NRC) staff patticipated in &
public infermation forum sponsored by Trousdale County, Tennessee, to discuss the proposed
Louisiana Energy Satvices (LES) gas centrifuge anrichment plant projest planned for
Hartsville, Trousdale County, Tennessee site. MRC staff mads presentations an the NRC
izensing process, the environmenial impact statermnent preparation process, and the inspectioh
program applicable to licensing and inspecting the proposed LES plant. | am attaching the

marting summary for your uge. This summary contains no proprietary or classified information.
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MEMORANDUM TO:  Mehryn N. Leach, Chiaf
Speclal Projects and Inspoction Branch
Dvision of Fual Cycle Salsty
and Safaguards

THRU: Joseph G. Giitter, Chiof
Speoial Projects Section
Special Projects and Inspection Branch, FGSS

FROM: Timothy C. Johnson
Senior Mechanical Systems Enginacr
Special Projects Saction
Spesial Projects and Inspsction Branch, FCS8S

SURJECT: OCTOBER 14, 2002, MEETING SUMMARY: LOUISIANA ENERGY
SERVICES PUBLIC [NFORMATION FORUM

On Qctober 14, 2602, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff participated in a
public infarmatian forwmn sponsorad by Trousdale County, Tennesses, to discuss the proposed
Louisiana Enargy Services (LES) gas centrifuge snrichment plant project planned for
Harnsville, Trausdzle County, Tennsesses site. NRC staff made presentations on the NRC
licensing process, the environmendal impact statement preparation process, and the inspaction
program applicable to licensing and inspecting the proposed LES plant. | am attaching the
meeting summary for your use. This summary contains no proprietary or classified information.
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Loulslana Energy Servis uvblic Injormakion Forurn

Drates: October 14, 2002

Place: Trousdals County High School
Hartsville, T

Attendees: M. Leach/NRG/FCSS T.C. Johnson/NRC/FCSS
0. Collins/NRC/Ragion I . Dials/Lovisiana Energy Servites (LES)
0. Seymour/MRC/Ragion il W. Richman
T. Harris/NRG/OWM W. Calloway/Tennassee Enviranmental
L. Clark/MRCIOGC Council {TEC)

Approximately 200 members of the public

Purpose:

The parpose of this mesting was to provide infermation to the public and respond to questions
related to the propased LES gas centrifuge enrichment plant praposed to be located in
Hartsville, Trousdale County, Tennessee. The meeting was sponsored by Trousdale County,
NRC presentatlon handouts are provided in the Attachment. Other speakers did not provide
handouts,

Discussion:

The forum was facilitated by P. Hadennght. To begin the meeting, members of a panel made
presentations. The panel consisted of G. Dials {rom LES, W. Richman, a retired angineer
reprasenting himself, W. Calloway Irom the TECG, and T.C. Jahnsan, T. Harris, and D. Collins
from the NRC. Following the presantations, the public was given an opportunity to ask
guestions. Cuestions were provided in writing to the facilitator, who read tham to the panel.

In his presentation, G. Dials indicated that the gas centrifuge enrichment projact would bring
high quality fohs to the area. Ha said that the plant technelogy is based on three gas ¢entrifups
plants in Europe operated by Urenceo, one of the paringrs in LES. In Europe, the plants have
had no safety violations. Dials also slated that the depleted uranium tails are considered a
resaurcse and will be remaved on a planned schedule.

W. Richman indicated that the design nseds o be done properly. He said that the critical
issues for him are effluent releases and waste issuas. He suggested that the plant consider a
zero liguid discharge design, He also said thal there is little fufure commercial need for
deplatad uranium and suggested that depleted uranlum remzin on-site for no more than 80
days.

W. Calloway suggested that the puliliz find out the facts on the proposed facility. He said that if
anyonz says thare will ke no wastes from the plant, they are Incorrect. He said that the
denleted uranium will be Greater-Than-Class-C {GTCC) waste, He stated that tha NRD should
not be making the decislon on the facility, but the local people should, He ended by suggesting
that there should be no expansion of nuclear energy and people should be looking to other
madans.
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T.C. Johnson, T. Harris, and D. Collins then presented infermation ot tha NRC licensing
process, the anvironmental review process, and NRC's inspection program. T.G. Johnson
Indicated that NRG is an independent regulatory agency responsible for ensuring public and
warker health and safety. NRC is, theretors, not & promoter of the preposed project, and will
not issue a license unless LES can demanstrate it can meet NRG's safety reguirements. T.C.
Johnson also discussed opportunities for public input and provided contacets for licensing, the
emviranmental review, and for inspection. T. Harils discussed the process far preparing the
environmontal impact statemsnt. He stated that there ars formal opportunities for public inpu
through the scoping meeting and commenting on the draft environmental impact statement. D.
Collins discussed the inspection program lor construction and operations, and listed areas thet
would be inspected during construction. He statad that the construction inspeclions would be
intendad to ensure that the facility is built in accordance with the commitments made by LES in
its apphication.

The panel then took guestions. Questions dealt with the benefits of the facility, waste
management issues, transporiation, physical security, extending the commonl pericd on the
LES issue “white papers,” and the Homer, Louislana, project hearing issucs.

Regarding the bensfits of the facility, G. Dials indicated thal LES is projecting & $17,000,060
payroil for the operating faciiity. He alzo Indicated that the amount of laxes 1o be paid has not
been determined.

Several questions concerned the disposition of the depleted uranium tails. G. Dials stated that
the Department of Energy (DOE) has not identifizd depleted uranium as a waste. W. Richman
and W, Calloway questionad whether there is a sufficiant demand for the material for
commerdal use indizating that {here are over 700,000 MT of depleted urariutn at the Oak
Ridge, Paducsh, and Portsmauth entichment facilities. T.C. Johnson stated that, by law, DOE
is responsihie for the disposal of depleted uranium from the LES entichment facility and LES
will need to negotisls an agreement with DOE for transfer of the material. T.C. Johnson also
said that, if commereial uses cannot be found for the depleted Wranium, NRGC expects that the
Impacts of disposal of the remaining material will be provided in LES’s nvironmental report.
T.G. Johnson also stated that, under NRG regulations, depleted uranium would be a Class A
low-level waste and not GTCC wastes as was previously stated.

Questions involving transportation includsd whethier new roads would be nceded. G, Dials
indicated that in the site selection process the axisting rosd netwaorks were evaluated and LES
concluded that no new roads would be necessary. T.C. Johnson stated that several thousand
uranium hexafluoride cylinders are transported annually in the United States. The
transportation package designs are hased on intornational standards in place for over 30 years,
He said that while there have been a few mishaps In the United States, nona have resulted in-
cylinder ruptura.

Soveral questions were asked regarding the potentiel for terrorism.  T.C. Johnson indicated that
the NRC is evaluating physical security raquiraments in light of the World Trade Center ettacks.
NREG has recently [ssued interim arders to nuclear power plants and fuel cycle facilitias to
increass seourity levels. NRC is also doing a cemprehensive reviow of all of its security
requirements, including transportation securlty, and LES committed to implementing any new
requirements that result from this review.
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On Cctcber 2, 2002, NAC had issued & Federal Revister notice offering an apportunity for
public comment on six policy issues LES had requested guidance on. Because no local
agverfising of the commant pericd was made, W. Callaway asked the NRC to extend the
comment period 80 days. T.G. Johnson indicated that NRC would take his request under
sonsideration. Regarding the policy issuss, T.C. Johnson was asked to comment on the press
release issued by the Nuclzar Information and Resource Senvices. He summarized the press
relcase and indicated that the irmplication that the LES policy issues are being considered in
secret is incarrect. NRC had met in a meeting apen 1o the public in April and had made the
meating summary and LES request available in its public document system. |n addition, the
issucs have been covered by the trads press and by some natlonal newspapers.

In respons# to a question, T.C. Johnson summarized the hearing issues from the previous LES
effort bo liconse a gas centrifuge enrichment plant in Homer, Louisiana. He explained that
severa! issues had been raised in the hearing, but the issue involving ervironmental justice had
not boon resolved at the time LES requssted that the proceeding be terminated. He stated that
the environmental jusfice issle was a unique case involving two poor, black communities that
surrounded the proposed site. The principal issue related to the difficulties in moving around
the site between the two communities since most of the residents did net have cars and some
werre aldarly.

Action ltems:
Consider request for extending public comment period on LES policy issues.

Attachment: MNRC Presentation Handouts
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